
 

 

Middleton’s Neighborhood Safety Plan  

Everyone deserves to feel safe and secure at home, work, and play. My plan to improve public 
safety in District 6 and beyond includes: 

Safer Streets and Neighborhoods: 
In order to make our streets safer, we first have to make them cleaner. This means Identifying 
and removing abandoned vehicles and illegal dumping from our neighborhoods. In just one 
weekend this summer, OPD towed over 350 abandoned vehicles in the city.  This number is 1

unacceptable, and when I’m elected I will make sure we expand efforts to get these abandoned 
vehicles off our streets. Illegal dumping is also littering our streets. In the last five years, illegal 
dumping in our city has doubled.  The Mayor has responded by increasing enforcement and 2

implementing an illegal dumping pick-up crew.  I want to expand efforts to fight illegal dumping, 3

including incentives for local transfer stations to increase pick-ups, increasing participation in the 
bulky waste collection program, improving the efficiency of cleanup efforts and getting smarter 
about identifying violations. I also want to continue expanding beautification efforts in District 6 
and addressing blight and reducing the number of empty lots. This includes my plans to bolster 
economic development in District 6, which you can read more about on my website 
natashaforoakland.com.  

Besides cleaning up our streets, we also need to implement more policies to make them safer. 
One concrete way I plan to do this is immediately adding Neighborhood Crime Prevention 
Councils (NCPC) to neighborhoods without one. NCPCs help communities stay informed and 
connected to OPD by sending out an officer to meet regularly with community members to hear 
their concerns and provide them with important updates.  I believe all neighborhoods in our city 4

should have NCPCs to keep our communities engaged, and I will push to implement this when 
elected. I also want to promote more neighborhood/after school activities and summer 
gatherings every weekend in parks and frequent local gathering spots. Because many of our 

1 
https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/hundreds-of-cars-towed-in-oakland-abandoned-vehicle-sweep/138
6375894 
2 https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/Illegal-Dumping-in-Oakland-Caught-on-Camera-485013391. 
html 
3 ibid. 
4 https://localwiki.org/oakland/Neighborhood_Crime_Prevention_Councils_%28NCPC%29 
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parents work one or more jobs, kids need somewhere safe to go between school and home. We 
need to provide these environments for our kids.  

We also need to improve safety for transit riders and drivers. The recent and continued violent 
activities in and among our transit corridors are unacceptable.  I will be a strong advocate to 
improve safety for all transit riders and drivers. No one should ever have to fear for their life 
when taking transit.  

Safer communities: 
I also have plans to increase safety throughout all communities in Oakland. My first priority will 
be stepping up efforts to fight human sex trafficking. 46% of all prosecuted human trafficking 
cases in California since 2011 came from the Alameda District Attorney's office.  The high 5

number of cases is appalling, and as District 6 Councilmember, I will step up efforts to fight 
human sex trafficking.  This includes adopting a zero tolerance policy for perpetrators and 
buyers of sex to control the demand, improving awareness efforts and coordination with 
community-based organizations, OUSD, NCPCs, OPD, parent teacher organizations and school 
principals. That means working with business owners, transit agencies, county agencies and 
Oakland Unite to continue the campaign to increase awareness and combat the sex trafficking 
in District 6. It also means collaborating with OUSD, my OUSD board representative, and every 
principal and parent teacher organizations to raise the awareness and involved families. And it 
means getting tougher on those who are victimizing our children – whether through recruitment 
into human trafficking or by providing the demand by purchasing the product. I will advocate 
hard to insist sex trafficking training occur annually and review any existing and new laws 
around commercially sexually exploited children (CSEC). I will also work closely with community 
organizations to bolster efforts to reduce the number of youth in our city who are exposed to and 
experience violence. No one’s child should ever be for sale, period. 

Another way I want to make District 6 safer is by increasing food security. District 6 is 
considered a “food desert” due to our lack of grocery stores and affordable good quality food.  6

All communities, regardless of income level, should have access to fresh, safe, and nutritious 
food. I plan to combat this by promoting District 6 as a location for more farmer's markets and 
grocery store options.  

Safer homes: 
When elected to City Council, I will implement policies to make all our homes safer. My main 
priority here is to increase fire safety. Fires continue to devastate our entire state, and we 
should mitigate as many fire risks as possible. I don’t believe our current policies go far enough 
to protect our homes for the long-term as fires continue to grow in size and number. In July 

5 http://www.heatwatch.org/human_trafficking/about_csec 
6 A food desert is defined as an area where at at least 500 people and/or at least 33 percent of  
the census tract population must reside more than one mile from a supermarket or large  
grocery store 
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alone there were eight wildfires in the area.  We especially need a more detailed vegetation 7

management plan for the hills in District 6 that considers the consistent increase of size and 
number of wildfires. It’s important that we also collaborate regionally to improve fire safety 
across the Bay Area. I will push to ensure our communities are receiving adequate mitigation 
efforts of seasonal fire risks to keep our homes safe.  

Finally, lead is another persistent threat in our communities. Too many of our low income 
residents are living in areas that are toxic. Lead levels in Alameda County are greater than or 
equal to the level of lead in in Flint, Michigan.  As City Councilmember I’ll implement policies 8

that will make our D6 environment more equitable and less toxic for our low income residents. 
Specifically, I will coordinate with our Lead Abatement Board in the County to find ways and 
funding to eliminate lead in existing homes and better understand it’s impact on our residents 
and communities.   9

7https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Oakland-s-fire-prevention-plan-doesn-t-go-far-130
74452.php  
8 https://sf.curbed.com/2017/3/24/15052264/lead-poisoning-alameda-county-oakland 
9https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-usa-lead-california/lead-poisoning-afflicts-neighbourhoods-across-califor
nia-idUKKBN16T1A0 

3 

Natasha Middleton for Oakland City Council District 6 
Paid for by Natasha Middleton for Oakland City Council 2018 

 


